
MONDAY,  
MARCH 11, 2019 
PRESIDENT LYLE ROELOFS, 
 
BEREA COLLEGE 

Lyle Roelofs began his tenure as Berea College’s ninth president 

on July 1, 2012.  Prior to being appointed President of Berea 

College, he served as associate provost and held an endowed 

faculty chair as distinguished professor of computational science at 

Haverford College.  

 

Dr. Roelofs’ leadership initiatives at Berea College include strategic 

planning and institutional advancement through exploration of the 

College’s mission (the eight “Great Commitments”).  He has also 

worked to enhance the physical resources of the College, 

overseeing the renovation of four residence halls and the 

construction of new facilities to house the natural sciences and 

health programs.  All new construction and renovation is pursued 

with a strong commitment to sustainability and all facilities have 

obtained LEED certification.  He has also added new properties to 

the Berea College Forest, upgraded the facilities for visitors, and 

supported the adoption of sustainable forest management 

practices. 

UPCOMING  
PROGRAMS

M a r .  1 8 t h   
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A p r .  1 5 t h  
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S u r v i v o r  
 

A p r .  2 2 n d  
N o  M e e t i n g  

E a s t e r  
 

TOLEDO ROTARY SPOKE 
M A R C H  0 7 ,  2 0 1 9     |      1 0 7 T H  Y E A R     |      I S S U E  1 8 7  

Club No. 44 Organized in 1912

https://www.berea.edu/
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2017-2018 Grants Cycle Breakdown
Grants Requested

$91,231.55

$327,957.55

Grants Approved

$51,200.00

Grants Approved
$65,558.00

Grants Requested

$201,529.00
Grants Approved

$84,959.00

Grants Requested

$80,197.00

Total Grant 
Requests

$201,717

Total Grants Approved

Community 
31%

Disability 
10%Youth 

28%

International 
17%

Water 
10%

Vocational 
3%

% of Grants Approved 
 by Service Committee
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MONDAY, MARCH 4, 2019 
RECAP
S A M U E L  A D L E R ,  A M E R I C A N  C O M P O S E R  
B U I L D I N G  B R I D G E S  T H R O U G H  M U S I C

Mr.  Adler opened with the definition of miracle. Miracle: A highly improbable or extraordinary event, 
development, or accomplishment that brings very welcome consequences.  He asked us to remember the 
definitions as he told his story.  He believes he has experienced 3 miracles in his life and suggested that 
we would agree.   
 
As a young boy, Mr. Adler and his family lived in Mannheim, Germany.  His father, a canter and composer 
a German synagogue, took young Samuel back through the hidden halls of the synagogue to “rescue” 
important liturgical books for posterity before fleeing to America.  The SS was ready to bomb the alter 
when they heard a sneeze from Samuel who was still hiding upstairs.  An organ that was hanging from a 
cable came crashing down on the staircase, blocking the SS who were under orders to shoot to kill 
anyone.  Sam and his father made their exit via the same secret passages they used to get into the 
synagogue.  This was Sam’s first miracle. 
 
Years after fleeing to America, Mr. Adler graduated from Harvard University with his master’s degree.  On 
the same day, he graduated he received his orders to serve in the Army.  Admitting he did not have any 
other skills outside of music, Sam scored the highest the Army had seen on the electronics and radio 
skills test.  Mr. Adler knew it had to be a miracle that he had guessed exactly right on every question for 2 
different exams! 
 
10 years passed, and he was sent back to the region of Germany where he once lived.  Once a Jewish 
refugee fleeing the region, now, only to return as part of a concurring Army.  With this new perspective, he 
wanted to do something significant.  He took what he knew, music, and used it to build bridges amongst 
the United States Army and the Germans as well as between the rivaling religions.   
 
Mr. Adler coordinated multiple concerts at Christmas and Easter.  The press ran with the story and 
commended Mr. Adler for his ability to bring people together.  This notoriety afforded him the opportunity 
to start the 7th Army Symphonic Orchestra.  General Eisenhower called Samuel into his office to 
announce that Mr. Adler’s ability to build bridges through music was the most fantastic thing to happen 
following the war.  Music was the common language and third miracle in Mr. Adler’s life. 
 
Listen to more of Mr. Adler’s life story on the WGTE Classical Conversations.   
              
Listen to Sam Adler on WGTE Classical Conversations

Watch Meeting

https://www.wgte.org/radio/podcasts/classical-conversations/samuel-adler-one-lives-once-part-one
https://youtu.be/1N4EIWDtPUE
https://youtu.be/Vd7Kw4wBOU0


MARCH PROGRAM SPONSOR

SCHEDULED MEETINGS
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Mar. 13th

Mar. 14th

Mar. 18th

7 : 3 0 A M  
C L U B  E X E C  B O A R D /  J O I N T  
@ T H E  O R I G I N A L  P A N C A K E  H O U S E  
 
 
1 2 P M  
F O U N D A T I O N  T R U S T E E  M E E T I N G  
@  T O L E D O  C L U B  
 
 
1 P M   
B L A C K  T I E  A F F A I R  S T E E R I N G  
C O M M I T T E E  
 
C O N S T I T U T I O N  C O M M I T T E E  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.toledoclub.org/
https://epictoledo.com/events/epic-toledo-february-social-1894
http://web.toledochamber.com/Financial-Planning-Consultants/Hartmann-Associates-15580
http://smile.amazon.com/
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WELCOME NEW MEMBER

FADI SIBANI  
RENAISSANCE TOLEDO

NEWS

Fadi Sibani graduated from Humber College in 
Toronto, Canada in Hospitality Management.  At 
the end of last year, he joined Renaissance 
Toledo as the Director of Sales & Marketing.  In 
this role, Fadi is responsible for driving revenue 
growth, cultivating relationships, developing 
comprehensive marketing plans and elevating 
client experiences.  Fadi specializes in luxury 
and upscale hotels as he opened five luxury 
hotels in Dubai and in Toronto.  In 2010, Fadi 
opened the first Trump International Hotel & 
Tower in Canada which earned Toronto’s first 
ever Forbes Five-Star Hotel and the #1 Luxury 
Hotel in Canada in 2014 & 2015.  Most recently, 
Fadi transitioned the property from Trump 
Hotels to the first St. Regis Hotel in Canada. 
 Fadi married a Toledo woman and after 8 failed 
years of trying to convince him to move to 
Toledo, it took the General Manager, Jeff 
Hassan and the Renaissance Toledo team just 
one month.  Fadi enjoys his time with his wife 
Tricia and 2 kids, Liliana 4 and William 3.  He’s 
passionate about sports, especially hockey and 
soccer and loves taking advantage of his hotel 
perks to travel.  Lend your support

ROTARY RESPONSE TO  
LEE COUNTY, AL TORNADOES

B Y  R O T A R Y  D I S T R I C T  6 6 0 0  
M A R  4 ,  2 0 1 9

A message from District 6600 Governor Maris 
Brenner: 
As expected, many Rotarians in District 6600 are 
wondering how to provide assistance to the Lee 
County, Alabama area that was devastated by 
tornadoes yesterday. Please read the following 
message below from the District Governor in District 
6880 and help as you are able. – DG Maris 

As many of you know Lee County suffered a 
devastating weather event this afternoon with 
significant loss of life and property damage. A tornado 
ripped the small community of Beauregard with a path 
almost a half mile wide.  Our heartfelt sympathy and 
prayers go out to those who have suffered this 
tremendous loss.  As of 11 pm on March 3, 2019, 23 
lives were lost.  A billboard in Smith Station near 
Opelika was lifted and landed 35 miles away in 
Hamilton GA. 
 
In the upcoming days, Rotary District 6880 will 
provide information on how to best help with 
manpower and supplies. Other surrounding counties 
also incurred significant damage including Barbour 
County which lost its airport. 
 
If you would like to participate, please coordinate with 
your club president this week and have him or her 
prepare a list of names of individuals with contact 
information, availability, skills or supplies to be 
donated. Forward them to me at 
office@montgomeryrotaryclub.com and copy me at 
dgsam6880@gmail.com.

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/2019-milestones-a-tribute-to-women-tickets-54530130087
https://youtu.be/1N4EIWDtPUE
https://rotarydistrict6600.org/rotary-response-to-lee-county-al-tornadoes/
https://www.wgte.org/radio/podcasts/classical-conversations/samuel-adler-one-lives-once-part-one
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https://www.eventbrite.com/e/rotary-kids-day-world-of-music-tickets-56811223900
https://www.toledorotary.org/leaders-needed-mock-interviews/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090a45a5a623a2fc1-march1
https://www.toledorotary.org/events-news/calendar/2019/03/march-matchness-3/
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https://www.toledorotary.org/black-tie-affair-2019/
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/imagination-station-with-glendale-feilbach-tickets-56517946700
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/kids-against-hunger-community-services-committee-service-project-tickets-57030443592


P a g e   0 8  R O T A R Y  C L U B  O F  T O L E D O

Club Officers and Directors 
President  |  Dick Wolff 
President-Elect  |  Tim Ryan 
1st Vice President  |  Peter Handwork  
2nd Vice President  |  Alex Due 
Secretary-Treasurer  |  Jim Kniep 
Board Members  | Charles Asah, Cindy Binkley, 
Bob DiNardo, Janina Douglas, Steve Johnson, 
Dean Niese, John Roemer, Dan Skilliter 
        
Foundation Officers and Trustees 
Chairman  |  Kathy Mikolajczak 
Vice Chairman  |  Eric Fankhauser 
Secretary-Treasurer  |   Brian Kennedy 
Trustees  |  Tom Backoff, Louise Jackson, 
Judy Leb, Mary Mancini, Gary Murphy, 
Chuck Stocking 
 
Staff 
Executive Director  |  Kathy Tate 
Marketing/Communications Coordinator |   Katie 
Hahn 
Toledo Rotary Website  |  toledorotary.org 
Toledo Rotary Phone | 419.241.7060 
 
Rotary International 
President  |  Barry Rassin 
Governor, District 6600  |  Maris Brenner 
Area 4 Assistant Governor  |  Dave Dennis 
RI Website  |  rotary.org

http://toledorotary.org/
http://www.argylesg.com/
http://www.effler.com/
https://www.fryheating.com/
http://variskservices.com/
https://www.avtechproductions.com/
https://www.webanditgroup.com/

