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Official Publication of the Rotary Club of Toledo  

Upcoming Meetings/Events 
       MEETINGS WILL NOW BEGIN PROMPTLY AT 

   12:00pm 

 

MONDAY, JULY 17— Rachel Hepner-Zawodny, 

American Red Cross 
Greeters: Rich Effler, Sean Finn, Scott Fry, Mike George, Steve Groppe, Brian 

Hahn, Bob Howell, Michelle Klinger, Jason Kucsma, Stephanie Kuhlman 

*     11:00 am, Program Committee 

*     1:00 pm, Vocational Services Committee 

*     1:00 pm, Water Service Committee 

 

WEDNESDAY, JULY 19— Club Board Meeting, 7:30 

am, Toledo Club—Conservatory Room 

 

SATURDAY, JULY 22— Dragon Boat Festival, 

International Park 

 

MONDAY, JULY 24— Bill Spencer, FBI Joint Terrorism 

Task Force 
Greeters: Ken Leslie, Jay Morgan, Michelle Niedermier, Tim Saddoris, Jim Scheib, 

Kellie Schlachter, Jay Secor, Joe Sharp, Luke Shipp, Eric Shreve 

 *     1:00 pm, Foundation Trustees 

 

WEDNESDAY, JULY 26— Marketing Committee, 

5:30pm, Firepit Grille—7723 Airport Hwy, Holland 

 

 

The Finest Rotary Club in the World! 

Monday’s Meeting  July 17, 2017 

Rachel Hepner-
Zawodny, American 
Red Cross  
 

Rachel Hepner Zawodny will 
be speaking primarily about 
what the American Red 
Cross’s direct lines of service 

are, what they mean to everyone in the community, 
and how we can work together to be more prepared 
and resilient as a community. 

Mrs. Hepner-Zawodny is the Executive Director of 
the Northwest Ohio Chapter of the American Red 
Cross serving, Lucas, Wood, Ottawa and Sandusky 
counties. Prior to taking this position 2 years ago, 
Mrs. Hepner-Zawodny spent almost ten years in the 
glass business working for Pilkington Architectural 
and Seattle based company Technical Glass Products. 
After completing Leadership Toledo in 2005, Rachel 
was asked to be on the Board of Directors for the 
local chapter of the American Red Cross. It was there 
she found a profound passion for the mission and 
stayed active for an additional 10 years; serving as 
Board Chair prior to accepting the Director position. 
She has served on board and committees for the 
Arthritis Foundation, Leadership Toledo, Heartbeat 
of Toledo and Family Services of NW Ohio. She holds 
a bachelor of Fine Arts Degree with a Design focus 
from Bowling Green State University where she also 
played varsity tennis.  Rachel lives in Perrysburg with 
her husband Jim, daughter Stella (5), son Harrison 
(18 months) and dog Mulligan. 

Internet Viewing: The July 10 meeting can be viewed online by 
clicking this link: Changing of the Guard 

https://vimeo.com/225193610
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Contributions have been made to the  

Toledo Rotary Club Foundation 

Toledo Rotary Club Foundation 

In the course of the spring “Community Conversations”, Club members reviewed, discussed and offered suggestions 
to update our 5-year Strategic plan;  members clearly stated their desire to better understand the role of our Founda-
tion and offered 3 areas of focus and improvement:  

1. Improve communication about what it is our Foundation does; in our Club, in the community and internationally  

2. Provide clarity on $’s requested that go directly to Club operations and $’s requested that support our Foundation 

3. Provide information on how to make planned gifts in addition to annual campaign contributions  

Foundation trustees began showcasing ‘Foundation News & Updates’ in the weekly Spoke in March of 2017.   In this 
edition of the Spoke and in future editions, we will provide information on “planned giving” and other ways to con-
tribute financially to the Foundation through your will and other techniques.   
Louise Jackson, Chairman 

Five Reasons to Die Without a Will 

             There must be powerful reasons to avoid having a will because so many people die without one. In 

case you happen to be one of the six out of ten who will depart without a will, here are five reasons to 

buttress your position. You can use these to help you sleep tonight. 

1.           The court can do a better job deciding how to disburse your assets than you can. 

2.           The court can choose a better personal representative to handle your estate during probate than 

you can. 

3.           The court can choose a more caring guardian for your minor children than you can. 

4.           The government will use your estate tax dollars more efficiently than your favorite charity would use 

a charitable bequest. 

5.           Your grieving loved ones will be better off looking after your affairs without your will. 

             Powerful reasons? Hardly. Nonetheless, people unwittingly affirm these reasons year after year as 

they continue to put off the minor inconvenience of making a will. 

             Like many people, you may be uneasy about going to an attorney. Yet, an attorney who specializes in 

estate planning knows the right questions to ask and the best ways to help you accomplish your goals. These 

professionals are well-trained, and normally well worth the time and expense they require. 

             Caring for the disposition of your assets is too important to delay. It's important for you, for your 

loved ones and for the charitable organizations you care about and support.              

A Note From Foundation Chairman Louise Jackson 

Cindy Binkley 

Mike McIntyre 

Deb Monagan 

Joe Tafelski 

Tracey Tangeman 

Travis Tangeman 
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Past Presidents Welcome Past  
President Stacy Hammer 

Past Program: July 10, 2017 

President Sharon Skilliter 
Changing of the Guard 

Past President Stacy Hammer passed the gavel to 
President Sharon Skilliter on Monday. Sharon an-
nounced, under Stacy’s leadership, we are now the 
10th largest Club in the U.S. and the 11th largest 
Club in the world. Our challenge will be to remain 
one of the top 10 clubs.  

President Sharon shared that at the Rotary Interna-
tional Conference, RI introduced their new campaign of returning to its 
roots. “Together We Connect” - we connect because of our common inter-
ests, connection is a fundamental human need. “Together We Inspire” - 
we inspire to do good things in the world.  “Together We Transform” - we 
did our first transformational project before we had our Strategic Plan.  

RI President’s initiatives all come together through our strategic plan. It 
gives all of our leadership a path and a means of guaranteeing success 
through our Club.  

Our Strategic Plan:  
1: Be one of the 10 largest Rotary Clubs while increasing membership en-
gagement in service and fellowship. President Sharon said we need to 
work on bolstering up our Club through communication. Communicate 
with leadership and committees on how we can continue to work togeth-
er. We are also going to focus on engagement, fun and strategic targeted 
membership.  
2: Select and support several major community transformational projects.  
3: Support the growth and strategic initiatives of the Toledo Rotary Club 
Foundation to enable increased sponsorship of community and interna-
tional projects. We need to make the good work that we do visible in our 
community.  
4: Continue to enhance the Club’s internal effectiveness while increasing 
the visibility and recognition of the Club’s efforts and influence in NW 
Ohio. Together with the Marketing Committee, we will be adopting RI’s 3 
words: Connect, Inspire, Transform, and create a 3-year marketing plan.  
5: Increase participation with other Clubs in international and district pro-
jects and events. There are other Clubs that are smaller than us, who want 
to make an impact but are unable to on their own. We are going to have 
them join in and participate in projects with us to create a bigger impact. 
President Sharon also announced that she will be inviting members from 
other Clubs to join us at our Monday meetings. She wants them to experi-
ence our Club and then give them the opportunity to tell us what they are 
doing in their Clubs. 

We want to engage, attract and retain members to our Club. In order to do 
this we need to have a signature project in our community. Larger Clubs 
have one signature project in their community on a regular basis. The pow-
er of Rotary is tremendous, President Sharon said, and she challenged the 
Club to think bigger and bolder about a new transformational project. Find 
a project that is focused on improving our community while showing the 
power Rotary has to get things done.  

JULY MEETING SPONSOR 

18 Past Presidents were in attendance and welcomed  107th Past 

President Stacy Hammer on Monday 

 Past Presidents in Attendance 

Dick Anderson 

Helyn Bolanis 

Riaz Chaudhary 

Walt Churchill 

George Eistetter 

Eric Fankhauser 

Rick Hartley 

Marv Himmelein 

Chuck Mann 

Clint Mauk 

Gary McBride 

Father Olszewski 

Chuck Schaub 

Hunt Sears 

Andy Stuart 

Joe Tafelski 

John Wasserman 

RC Young 

Past Presidents Unable to Attend:  

Tom Backoff 

Ben Dansard 

Sue Martin 

Steve Martindale 

Brad Rubini 

Chuck Stocking 

Eric Summons 

https://www.bwtransportation.com/
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www.alphahomehealthcareinc.com 

Partners in Education (PIE) is hosting the 16th annual Dragon 
Boat Summer Learning Festival on July 22nd. This signature fund-
raiser event helps Partners in Education (PIE) to raise money to 
fulfill their mission: “To support student success through com-
munity engagement”. 
 

Already signed up to participate are fellow Rotarians:  
Sean Cree, Alex Due, Kevin Mullan, Daric Peppers, Travis 

Tangeman and Katie Zraik.  
 
If you are interested in joining in the fun, please contact Katie 
Zraik at: bruhl@webanditgroup.com 

Partners in Education  
SIGN UP NOW! Rotary Dragon Boat Team 

WANTED!  ROSTER UPDATES! 
2017-2018 Rosters will be coming out soon! Don’t forget to up-

date your information in the database.  

The Rotary office will begin using text messaging to keep mem-

bers up-to-date on the upcoming Monday meeting. Please be 

sure to update the database with your cell phone carrier in or-

der to receive these text messages! You can always opt-out if 

you decide you wish to no longer receive text messages.  

You can email any updates of your contact information, job 

changes, cell phone carrier or photo updates to Emily in the 

Rotary office at:  eclement@toledorotary.org. 

http://www.alphahomehealthcareinc.com
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Club Officers and Directors 
President  |  Sharon Skilliter 
President-Elect  |  Dick Wolff 
1st Vice President  |  Tim Ryan 
2nd Vice President  |  Peter Handwork 
Secretary-Treasurer  |  Mike McIntyre 
Board Members  | Cindy Binkley, Bob DiNardo, Reg Jackson,  
Steve Johnson, Brian Kennedy, Jim Kniep, Dean Niese, Dan 
Skilliter 
 

Foundation Officers and Trustees 
Chairman  |  Louise Jackson 
Vice Chairman  |  Kathy Mikolajczak 
Secretary-Treasurer  |   Gary Murphy 
Trustees  |  Tom Backoff, Carol Bintz, Eric Fankhauser, Judy 
Leb, Mary Mancini, Chuck Stocking 
 
Staff 
Executive Director  |  Kathy Tate 
Executive Assistant  | Emily Clement 
Toledo Rotary Website  |   toledorotary.org 
Toledo Rotary Phone | 419.241.7060 
 

Rotary International 
President  |  Ian Riseley 
Governor, District 6600  |  Deb Cheney 
Area 4 Assistant Governor  |  Dave Dennis 
RI Website  |   rotary.org 

Contact the Rotary office: (419) 241-7060 or eclement@toledorotary.org 

Monthly Meeting Sponsor! 
Sold out through October! Next Available—November 2017!  

Reserve now! 
$300  

Spoke Advertising—1/4 page 

Featured in Monday meeting Power Point 

Your logo and hotlink featured on website—1 month 

July Birthdays 

Julia Pechlivanos (1) 
Tom Shafer (2) 

Karen Mathison (3) 
Greg Guzman (6) 

Scott Libbe (7) 
Gary Johnson (7) 
Ben Hunger (7) 
Jim Vitale (8) 
Erik Ibsen (9) 

Karen Berman (11) 
Stephen Stanford (12) 

Marlon Kiser (13) 
Tom Fry (13) 

Bob Gardner (13) 
Tim Menke (15) 
Carol Bintz (15) 

Phil Mariasy (15) 
Pat Sheehan (16) 
Dave Zenk (17) 

Ed Caldwell (17) 
Clint Mauk (18) 
Gary Brown (18) 
Jeff Grilliot (18) 

Amy Gilman (19) 
Sue Martin (19) 

Matt McCullough (20) 
Michael Anderson (20) 

Bill Cook (20) 
Mark Korn (21) 

Steve Groppe (21) 
Deb Truscinski (21) 
Lenny Schafer (21) 

Ed Nagle (21) 
Sophia Lloyd (21) 

Marcus Newbern (22) 
Glen Hiner (22) 

Mary-Bec Gwyn (22) 
Chrissy Redrup (23) 

Joe Tafelski (23) 
Rich Effler (23) 

Kevin Matus (24) 
Ann Malak (27) 

Lee Wealton (27) 
Louise Jackson (27) 

John Davies (28) 
Tammy Holder (29) 

Stephanie Kuhlman (29) 
Steve Taylor (31) 

http://www.toledorotary.org
http://www.rotary.org

